October 2020
Bonjour!
We’d like to re-introduce ourselves since it’s been several months since you last heard from us.
Briefly, KC MOlière: 400 in 2022 is a city-wide celebration of Kansas City’s 200-year French
heritage and the 400th birthday of the great French playwright Moliere. This year-long festival
will showcase plays, music, dance, workshops and merrymaking throughout the Kansas City
region. You and your students are invited to become a part of this once-in-a-lifetime event in
these ways:
• Tartuffenthrope! Crossing Cultures with Chouteau and the Osage is a short comedy by
Philip blue owl Hooser (Choctaw). After its premiere on 24 July 2021 among the public
festivities at the opening of the Chouteau and Native American Heritage Fountain, the
play will be available for touring to schools. The play shows French fur traders in 1821
attempting to explain French culture to the Osage by acting snippets from Molière's
work, but they bungle their performance hilariously.
• Mobile Moliere: The Would-Be Players is a 45-minute performance for middle and high
school audiences available on selected dates from October 4 to 22, 2021. What happens
when modern-day actors take on the roles of a 16th Century Italian traveling troupe?
Commedia Chaos! UMKC Theatre’s MFA actors bring their riotous romp of a touring
show to local schools, performing up-to-date adaptations of Molière scenes and
characters including Pantalone, Arlecchino and Molière himself!
• Make ‘em Laugh! A Commedia dell’Arte Demonstration on the Enduring Humor of a
Classic Form is a one-person 45-minute performance/demonstration focusing on
Commedia dell’Arte. Educator, actor and creator Stephanie Roberts will perform an
entertaining and educational presentation about the history and practice of the classic
Italian theatre form Commedia dell’Arte.
Look for a January brochure with detailed information on how to book these performances.
• In addition, KC MOlière: 400 in 2022 encourages school theatre programs to include a
play by Molière or in the French comic spirit of Molière during the 2021-22 season.
Scapino, for example, would be a great choice for a musical. All Molière presentations
will be included in the KC MOlière: 400 in 2022 souvenir booklet published in fall 2021.
•

is an essay competition designed to encourage
students to read a Molière play and write about it: KC MOlière: 400 in 2022 is proud to
announce our essay competition with cash prizes and publication! Students in grades 6
– 12 are eligible to submit (through their teachers) an analytical commentary of 500

words or more on a selected Molière play. The deadline for submission is Friday 16 April
2021. Winners will be announced in May.
More information on all of the above offerings will be included in subsequent monthly emails.
Detailed information on the essay contest will be sent in November. You can always access our
website to keep up-to-date: https://www.kcmoliere400in2022.com
Merci and au revoir!
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